OUR NEWMAN  ANCESTORS
From farming in Sussex to mining in Tasmania.
Our English ancestors have been researched by Alan Winn of  Queensland and  Jan Brian Kingshott of Devon, as far as Francis Newman who married Ann Purston at  Stedham, Sussex on 5th October, 1755 and to John Kinggett (Kingshott) who married Jone Forde at Fernhurst, Sussex 16/06/1600.                                     It appears that  they were mostly farmers or agricultural labourers.

An outline of our ancestors has been included at the end of this document beginning with the marriage of Francis and Ann and ending with the family of their grandson, James, who brought his wife, Charlotte Sivyer and his family of four,  to Victoria, Australia in 1854.

The last section outlines the movements of my family around the mining areas of Tasmania. From 1780 until 1890 poverty was widespread in rural areas so most likely our ancestors would have struggled and worked hard to support their families
.
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St Mary’s Church of England, Iping
This photo is from Mary Morgan of Frankston, Victoria, who is a descendant of Thomas, the eldest son of James and Charlotte Newman.

. This is the church our ancestors would have attended so a short description has been included. St Mary’s is built of stone and roofed with tiles It stands south of the River  Rother.

A tower was added in 1840 and the rest rebuilt in 1885 the date being carved on the south face of the porch. All is built in the style of the 13th century excepting for the fittings which are modern.

There is one bell by Roger Tapsil, dated 1616.

The fine Elizabethan chalice is dated 1635.

The registers for burials and marriages began in 1653 and for baptisms in 1664.

In 1291 this church was valued at five pounds.
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Map showing Midhurst, Chithurst, Stedham and Iping

A BRIEF HISTORY OF IPING & IPING MARSH

The following extracts are from “Sussex  Notes and Queries” Vol. 10 1944

Iping lies at a crossing of the River Rother 1 mile east of Chithurst and 2 miles north-west  of Midhurst and was once the site of a Roman settlement.The bridge is 17th century. Just west of the bridge are mill buildings presumably on the site of the mill valued at 3 shillings and 4 pence in the Domesday Book.

By 1665 there was a water-mill containing a wheat mill and a malt mill under one roof and the site of a former fulling mill. At the beginning of the 18th century it was sold to Pewtress, Lowe and Pewtress and became the Easing Paper Mill which produced paper for “The Times’. It was used for this purpose until 1930 when it was burnt down. In 1938 the mill house was still standing.
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THE CORN LAW 

From 1780 until 1890 rural unrest was widespread . The Corn Law of 1815 prohibited the importation of foreign corn in the hope that this would force up the price of local corn. However, this threatened the  livelihood of farmers and agricultural workers and led to reduced rents and therefore the income of the landed aristocracy. The increase in the price of bread increased both rural and urban poverty.
Agricultural workers in particular were effected by the repercussions of the new laws and many suffered great hardships. This was probably the main reason for James and Charlotte deciding to migrate to Australia where prospects seemed brighter. 

Added to this, both James and Charlotte had relatives already established in Australia where the gold boom was attracting men from all around the globe
. THE NEWMANS  OF VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
James, the eldest son of John and Ann Newman, married Charlotte Sevier on 22/4/1843 in the St Mary’s Church of England at Iping. Their family consisted of six sons and five daughters, six of whom were born in Victoria, Australia. Their fourth child, Jane, died before 1854.Alan Winn has researched Charlotte Sivyer’s family back to Robert Sevier (Sivyer etc) who married  Joane (surname unknown) about 1690, at Fordingbridge, Hampshire. He died 1713-14 and she died in October, 1725.

On the twenty-second of February, 1854,  James and Charlotte, with four children, arrived in Melbourne, Australia, per “Medway”.Initially, James was employed by Mr Thomas Peach (sponsor) of Donnybrook, Victoria, but the family soon moved permanently to the Kilmore district where the next six children were born. There is nothing to indicate that James joined in the gold-rush but his son, Thomas, carried provisions to the gold-fields using a bullock wagon.
At the time the Newmans arrived in Kilmore the rush for gold had begun. By the end of 1851, gold had been discovered at Bathurst in New South Wales and at Ballarat and Bendigo in Victoria.As news of the finds spread around the world, people of all nationalities arrived  seeking their fortunes and by 1855 there were more people in Victoria than there had been in all Australia before the gold rush began.As Kilmore was on the main road from Melbourne to the gold fields it became a stopping off place for travellers and as a consequence grew in importance as a supplier of all kinds of basic goods.
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CHRISTCHURCH KILMORE
 Photo from Fay (nee Newman) and George Bethage of Devonport, Tasmania
Fay is a descendant of  Thomas and Florence Newman.
When James died in 1873, Charlotte, with some of her children moved to Benalla.

The Rates’ Notices 1879, 1883 and 1884 list Charlotte and three of her sons as being farmers.
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This 1898 engraving, a supplement to the Australasian, was titled The Homestead Saved
Problems faced by the early settlers in isolated areas were droughts, floods and bushfires so in order to survive neighbours needed to help one another during such hazardous times. 

[image: image6.png]Copy of an old Land Dept. map showing the properties of Charlotte, William and

Joseph Newman at Rothesay.





 Map : Alan Winn   Shows the location of the three Newman properties at Tatong, south of Benalla
Being isolated from our mainland relations resulted in our having very few photos or information about  ancestors alt hough we do know the locations of the land they farmed at Rothesay in the Goulbourn Valley. These were supplied by the late Bill and Kath Newman of Mooroopna, Victoria and Alan Winn of Queensland. Charlotte and her sons, William and Joseph, farmed adjoining properties at  Tatong as shown above. As Joseph died at a young age from the effects of  hydatids this indicates that he, at least, may have. been a sheep farmer. From all accounts the Newmans did not prosper and Charlotte was hard pressed to keep up payments on her property. In later years William, so I’ve been told, became quite successful after he acquired the the properties of Charlotte and Joseph.
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The family of William and Mary (nee Joyce) Newman at their home near Benalla.
Photo: Bill and Kath Newman of Mooroopna, Victoria.
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. Looking down Rothesay Road from the White Gate (Benalla) end
Photo:  Alan Winn

Charlotte died in Melbourne 14/3/1903 

The following obituaries for Charlotte and her son, Joseph, were published in the “Benalla Standard”. 

Mrs Charlotte Newman

The death occurred on Saturday last of Mrs Charlotte Newman at the advanced age of 84 years.

The deceased was a very old colonist and came to this district upwards of 40 years ago. She leaves a large family, all grown up, and for them much sympathy is expressed.

During her long residence in this district the deceased gained the respect and esteem of those who knew her.


The remains were interred in the Benalla Cemetery on Sunday, the funeral service being read in the presence of a large number of sympathisers by the Reverend J.S.Hart.

The mortuary arrangements were satisfactorily carried o ut by Mr. W.Abbott

There is a discrepancy in the  report about Charlotte’s age. She was born in December, 1825 so was within months of her 77th birthday. 

The second youngest son of James and Charlotte was Joseph, our family’s ancestor,  who died 17/9/1892 at the age of 27 leaving a wife and four children—two sons and two daughters under the age of six.

The following is  Joseph’s obituary as printed in the ‘Benalla Standard’ 20th September,1892.
. Mr Joseph Newman 

On Saturday last Mr Joseph Newman of Rothesay, who had been in ill health for some months, died in Benalla. 
He had been treated by Dr Nicholson for hydatids for some time past and just as a cure was being effected, symptoms of consumption appeared and his death was due to the latter. 
At one time Mr Newman was a prominent figure in district athletics, having won several important events.
He leaves a wife and four young children totally unprovided for .He was 27 

.His funeral, which took place yesterday, was largely attended.

THE NEWMANS OF TASMANIA

Joseph’s widow was Hannah Louisa (nee Griffiths) aged 25. Their children were Thomas William (5), Joseph Andrew (3), Elizabeth Cecilia (2) and Victoria Hannah (9 months).
Hannah Louisa  was the daughter of Alan and Alice Elizabeth ( Keys) Griffiths who were married in Christ Church, Hawthorn 13/04/1857. Alan was a sawyer of Hawthorn, Victoria and the son of  William  and Cecilia Griffiths of Nottingham, England. William was a coach-builder. (Alan’s marriage certificate.)
 Early in the 20th century Joseph’s two sons, Thomas William and Joseph Andrew,  came to Tasmania with their mother and step-father, James Thomas Heron, who was a miner from Bendigo. The couple had married in Melbourne in 1898, six years after the death of Joseph.

Other members of the Heron/Griffiths / Newman families came across to Tasmania and found employment in the west coast mines and later, both Thomas and Joseph joined their step-father’s lead and became miners.

Both Thomas and Joseph married Tasmanians and settled here, although in later years, Joseph, after losing a leg in an accident, returned with his family to Victoria.

Thomas William, who is the ancestor of our Newman line in Tasmania, married Florence Kimberley Williams, the daughter of Griffith Thomas Williams, a quarryman from Llanberis, North Wales.

The marriage took place at St Cuthbert’s Church, Gormanston a few miles from Linda. Thomas was 19 and Florence 18. During the few years at Linda, Thomas worked in the mines at North Lyell. After leaving the west he worked in mines at Latrobe and Moina.  Most of his descendants live in Tasmania.
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Elsie Florence (baby on the chair) and Thomas Leonard Newman (aged two).

Both children were born at Linda.

They were the eldest children of Thomas William and Florence Kimberley Newman of Linda, Tasmania  and the two eldest grand-children of Joseph and Hannah Louise (nee Griffiths) Newman of Benalla, Victoria.

THE WEST COAST MINES OF TASMANIA

The Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company Ltd
Production began in 1883 and treatment began in 1894.

ORES :  iron pyrites, silver, copper and gold

At the time our branch of the Newman family came to Tasmania in the early 20th century the price of copper was soaring and old mines were re-opening
The following notes are taken from “The Peaks of Lyell” by Geoffrey Blainey
. “Seven times a day coaches rattled uphill from Queenstown, often loaded with miners from Victoria. The settlement of Linda straggled along the lower slopes of Mt Lyell and up the gully to the North Lyell mine. Eventually, Linda and North Lyell held over 20 business premises, 6 boarding houses, 4 hotels, 2 public halls and a once weekly train service.”

“ On Saturday evenings there were gay times in Linda when the main block was crowded with people.
The four-in-hand rattled downhill with the evening mail, sounds of singing and boisterous laughter drifted out of the packed bars and the brass band played lively airs.”

Thomas played Australian Rules football for one of the Queenstown teams and in one season won a gold medal for scoring the highest number of goals. I’ve been told that because the vegetation at Queenstown had been killed off by toxic fumes from the smelters, the football field in those days was a gravel one!

Today, Linda is a ghost town, with only an old cemetery and the ruins of the Royal Hotel to show that the valley had once been invaded by industry.
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Linda Valley : Early twentieth century
LATROBE

From Linda the Newmans moved to Latrobe, probably because Florence had had enough of the primative and isolated conditions in ramshackle Linda. Thomas William found work in the coal mines and  the shale works in the Latrobe area and remained there for about four years. Two more children were born during this time and Thomas Leonard and his sister, Elsie, began their schooling at Latrobe.

Thomas William, like his father Joseph, excelled at sport and apparently was skilful at billiards as well as football, cricket and athletics. During the few years he spent at Latrobe he made history by making a break of 100 when playing billiards at Lucas’ Hotel. As this had never been done by an amateur before, a notice was placed on the wall to publicise the fact. When better working prospects were heard of at Moina the family moved there.
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Lucas’ Hotel at Latrobe
Artist : Kathleen Cocker, East Devonport, Tasmania

 Above water colour from her book : “Early Houses of the North West Coast of Tasmania.”
“This hotel was first built in 1859 but destroyed by fire in 1876 and rebuilt the following year.

In 1886 William Lucas leased it and renamed it “Lucas’ Hotel”.

The brick building is Colonial Georgian style with a slate roof. It is still standing on the corner of  Gilbert and Victor  Streets, Latrobe.”

MOINA

During the early stages of the 1st world war Thomas William and Florence moved to Moina  and remained there until their deaths in 1927. Six more children were born during that time.

Thomas was employed at various mines in the area ---Shepherd and Murphy---Lady Barron--- Squib where  tin, bismuth, wolfram and silver  were mined. 

When Thomas William became too ill to work the miners and mine management arranged to have a small shop erected so that Thomas and his wife could act as agents for Mr W.H.Harris of Deloraine who provided goods to isolated settlements such as Moina. The Newmans  received a percentage from the sales and thus eked out a living for their large family.

Sadly, Thomas died at the age of 42 from miners’ disease and was buried in the Wilmot Cemetery. 

Florence and the children moved to Dilston on the East Tamar to be with her family. Tragically, she died a few months later and was buried in Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston. 

At this time Thomas Leonard, now aged 21 and a qualified teacher, was appointed to a country school with a school-house so was able to act as guardian to his  younger brothers and sisters.

When I last visited the site of  Moina the only signs of past habitation were a stamping battery, a heap of tailings and one street showing the remains of house foundations. Most of the old settlement had been reclaimed by the bush and there was an eerie atmosphere as though ghosts from the past were watching.

I haven’t been there since!
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Moina 1919

Photo : Archives of Tasmania
From: “Wilmot – Those Were The Days” by Leonard C. Fisher 
[image: image13.png]108 MINERAL DEFOUSIIS OF 1HE

MOINA AND ROUND MOUNT DISTRICTS

COMPILED

0

It
=

BY P.L.F. COLLINS

P

1 2kms

i

® Mine or prospect

X Alluvial workings

@ Skarn

% RS = ® AT s R
/] s
g /] < I? =
= 3 . #
- 3
KB Wilmot
‘\f\"‘" Ag-Pb Bell Mount /|
W 4
1\
\J
® =
w3
~— ot B Bell Mount ("hm
A

RN, Z5R,
w 7 FTU
//// w27 ///, \\
i %
7 /4
== = il
it
< i
< 7

40,

Shepherd ond
Murphy
Sn-W-8i
e

Llowkemla
Iris X
Sn-W.Bi

H

Bridge

=)

CETHAN.

==
Cv!hono Do

"Wesr Mt Cloude
h;avrcwo i \Workmgl Ag-Pb*
Ae:::rqd \\ Round Hill Centrol
\Q\ & 93" Worlungs Ag-Pb

b® ® <) .Round Hill Main
:v %}:-Sn S‘:.y;: Pw‘(;,‘ \ \'Workings Aq-?b<
== Mo-Sn Du": \ o,_ Round
L AUl Nations w-mo.g; Dglcoath Hill
poc'l?:‘: e ®D ik rco:we “®r ound Hnll
. == ‘M°- Fal N, Extended
Ww-8i W-Sa-Mo a h = \\\\ Ag-Pb-Zn
w ®P|g ond Whistle 2 N
W-8i-Sna

Doicoat

I





Map shows mineral deposits of the Moina and Round Mount Districts.

 Photo curtesy Kentish Museum 
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Mine Battery at Moina
The Mill was destroyed by a bushfire which burnt up from Lorinna in January 1920.
FAMILY CHARTS

The English Families
[image: image15.jpg]1. FRANCIS' NEWMAN He married ANN PURSTON 05 Oct 1755 in Stedham, Sussex, England. She was
born Abt. 1733 in Stedham, Sussex, England, and died Mar 1821 in Stedham, Sussex, England

Children of FRANCIS NEWMAN and ANN PURSTON are
i, FRANCIS’ NEWMAN, b. Abt 1756, Chithurst, Sussex, England.
2. i JOHN NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1761, Stedham, Sussex, England.
MARY NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1763, Stedham, Sussex, England: d. Mar 1763, Stedham, Sussex, England

THOMAS NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1764, Stedham, Sussex. England.

v. JEREMIAH NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1767, Stedham, Sussex, England.

vi. ANNNEWMAN, b. Abt 1770, Stedham, Sussex, England.
vii. JAMES NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1773, Stedham, Sussex, England.
viil. RICHARD NEWMAN, b. Stedham, Sussex, England.

Generation No. 2

2. JOHN' NEWMAN (FRANCSS') was bom Abt. 1761 in Stedham, Sussex, England. He married MARY
PUSLEY 03 Dec 1793 in Linch, Sussex, England.

Children of JOHN NEWMAN and MARY PUSLEY are:
i JOHN’ NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1794, Linch, Sussex, England; d. Nov 1864, Iping, Sussex, England; m.
ANNE KINGSHOTT, 14 Oct 1816, Bramshott, Hampshire, England; b. Abt. 1796, Bramshott,
Hampshire, England; d. 1863, Iping, Sussex, England
i MARY NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1796, Linch, Sussex, England.
iii.  JAMES NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1798, Linch, Sussex, England; m. MARY QUENNEL, 20 Jul 1823,
Woolbeding, Sussex, England.
iv. ELIZABETH NEWMAN, b. Abt 1799, Linch, Sussex, England
v. ANNNEWMAN, b. Abt. 1801, Linch, Sussex, England.
vi. SARAH NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1803, Linch, Sussex, England.
vii. CHARLOTTE NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1804, Linch, Sussex, England; d. 03 Dec 1804.
viii. MARIA NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1805, Linch, Sussex, England.
RICHARD NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1808, Linch, Sussex. England
JANE NEWMAN, b Abt. 1810, Iping, Sussex, England.
xi. FRANCIS NEWMAN. b. Abt. 1812, Trotton, Sussex, England.
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The Australian Families

[image: image16.jpg]Generation Nz_). Z:

Chlldren of JAMES NEWMAN and CHARLOTTE SIVYER are:
D i ELIZA’ SIVYER, b. 1843, Iping, Sussex, England; d. 14 Aug 1894, Fitzroy, Victoria.
ii. SARAH MARY NEWMAN, b. 1844, Iping Common, Sussex, England.
iii. THOMAS NEWMAN, b. 17 Mar 1847, Iping, Sussex, England; d. 28 Jun 1927, Melbourne Hospital.
iv. JANE NEWMAN, b. 1849, Iping. Sussex, England; d. 1850, Iping, Sussex, England.
JAMES NEWMAN, b. 1852, Iping, Sussex, England; d. 1922, Benalla, Victoria.
JOHN NEWMAN, b. 24 Mar 1855, Bylands, Victoria; d. 26 May 1903, Kew, Victoria; m. PRUDENCH
WHITMORE, 15 Apr 1875, Wangaratta, Victoria; b. 25 Nov 1857, chkleham, Victoria; d. 1929,
Hotham, Victoria.
vii. SELINANEWMAN, b. 06 Nov 1857, Wallan, Victoria: d. 20 Sep 1933, South Melbourne, Victoria.
viii. FANNY NEWMAN, b. 26 Aug 1859, Kilmore, Victoria; d. 1931, Mooroopna, Victoria.
ix. WILLIAM NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1861, Bylands, Victoria; d. May 1928, Benalla, Victoria.
x. JOSEPH NEWMAN, b. 25 Feb 1864, Kilmore, Victoria; d. 17 Sep 1892, Benalla, Victoria.
xi. ROBERT ANDREW NEWMAN, b. Abt. 1867, Kilmore, Victoria; d. 1914, Mooroopna, Victoria.
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Charts prepared by Alan Winn
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